Name: __________________________
Reconstruction – Study Guide

Define “Reconstruction” – The process of “rebuilding” the South; literally/physically, mentally, and socially.
Know each of these amendments: 

· 13th – Gave freedom to ALL slaves
· 14th  - Made everyone born or naturalized in the United States citizens at the time of passage. In other words, made all slaves citizens.
· 15th – Ensured all male citizens the right to vote (women got the vote later). No law could abridge the right to vote.
What were Black Codes and how did it affect former slaves? Black Codes were those laws designed to put restrictions and rules on only African-Americans. These laws often kept former slaves at the mercy of their former owners. For example: Former slaves could not get married without the permission of their landlord or a white judge; Former slaves could hold no other job except for farming; Former slaves could not move to another location, even up North, without permission.
What were Jim Crow Laws designed to do? (How long were Jim Crow Laws in effect for some parts of the US?) Jim Crow Laws enforced segregation of whites and African-Americans. Some of these laws persisted into the 1960’s and later.
What were Poll Tests and Poll Taxes? Why did they work in many cases? Poll tests were written tests required to pass before being allowed to vote. Poll taxes were taxes that were required to be paid before being allowed to vote. Many former slaves were illiterate, poor, or both and could therefore not vote. Only the educated, wealthy whites could vote. 
What was Sharecropping? Renting a piece of property and paying for it with a portion of your crop instead of money.
How did the Freedman’s Bureau help former slaves? It aided former slaves by giving food, shelter, and sometimes money. Job skills were trained as well as reading and writing. Schools and Hospitals were also created.
Who were the Radical Republicans? Did they support former slaves, or did they oppose them? Radical Republicans were those elected to Congress (mostly in 1866) and intended to punish the South for the War. They fought hard for civil rights for African-Americans, and pushed for as much equality as they could. 
What is the difference between Carpetbaggers and Scalawags? Carpetbaggers were from the North who moved down South to try and make money off of the southerners. They get their name from the suitcase they often carried that was made out of carpet (hence, a “Carpet Bag”). Scalawags were from the South, but they partnered with or helped the carpetbaggers or politicians; many in the South viewed them as “traitors”.
How did the Ku Klux Klan try to control former slaves, especially in the South? The KKK used intimidation tactics, often violent (including murder), to bully the former slaves into a kind of submission. They were discouraged from voting, or even speaking out against the treatment they received. The KKK was often dressed in a disguise of a white hooded “ghost” to hide their identities and to give an extra scare to the African-Americans
How did the federal government try to ensure that voting was done fairly, and without intimidation? Federal (Army) troops were stationed in the South to ensure laws were properly maintained, including being at the polling places.
What is Impeachment, and which leader was impeached? Why? What was the outcome? Impeachment means to bring up an elected official on charges of misconduct (this does not necessarily mean they were removed from office – that is a separate action). President Andrew Johnson was impeached by Congress over his opposition to the Radical Republicans and disagreements over Reconstruction, but he was not removed from office.
